[ 8 *» 3 


XXXIII. Explication of a mojl remarkable 
Monogram on theReverfe of a very antient 
^uinarius, never before publifhed or ex¬ 
plained. In a Letter to M. Maty, M. jD. 
Sec. R. S. from the Rev. John Swinton, 
B. D. F. R. S. Cuflos Archivorum of the 
XJniverJity of Oxford, Member of the Aca¬ 
demy degli Apatifti at Florence, and of 
the Etruican Academy of Cortona in Tuf- 
cany. 


DEAR SIR, 


I. 


Redde, Nov. i i,T T A VIN G given a draught and 
1773 rl ^ 10rt account of a very antient 
quinarius, with a moft remarkable and uncommon 
monogram on the reverfe, which the Royal Society 
did me the honour to publish in a former volume of 
the Philofophical TranfaSlions (1), I {hall now beg leave 
to refume the fubjedfc; and, in order the more fully 
to evince what was there advanced, fubmit a farther 


(1) Philofopb. Tranfafl. Vol. LXII. Tab. II. n. 3. p. 61, 
and 64, note *. 
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and fhore particular account of this curiouS piece 
to the coftfideration of that raoft refpedtable body* 
And this I am therhore inclined to do, as an explica¬ 
tion of the monogram here mentioned may not im¬ 
probably enable us to explain a legend on the reveries 
of other antient (2) Roman coins, which has hi¬ 
therto been deemed by lbme learned men almoft, 
if not altogether, inexplicable. 

II. 

The piece before me is a very antient, or rather" 
an original, qjjinarius, extremely well preferved. 
It has on one fide a female head in an helmet, 
with the letter v behind. Handing for five , the 
number of afies it contains ; and on the reverfe 
Cajior and Pollux , or, according to Sig. oli - 
vieri, two Cajlors , on horfeback, with feven ftars 
over each of their helmets, or caps. In the exergue 
we difcover the word roma , formed of very antient 
characters; and under the belly of one of the horfes the 
monogram, which diftinguifhes this quinarius from 
all the other fimilar pieces that ever fell under my 
view or obfervation. NOr have I ever met with it 
in any author I had occafion to conl'ult, or perufe. 
To me therefore it cannot but appear in the light of 
ain inedited coin. 

III. 

The Romans firft coined filver money, according 
to- (3) Pliny, with whom (4) Livy, in this point, 

(2) Joan. Baptift. Biancon, de aniiq. litt. HelraoY. et Gracor^ 
Libel, p. 74, 75, Bononiae,. 1748. 

(3) Plin. Nat. Hijl. Lib. xxxiii. cap. 3. 

(4) Liv'. Ept. Lib. xv. 

agrees. 
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agrees, in the 485th year of the city. Some of the ear- 
lieft: pieces, of which feveral ftill remain in the cabinets 
of the curious and the great, exhibited a female 
galeated head on one fide, as does the quinarius I 
am confidering; and on the reverfe (5) Cajlor and 
Pollux, or, as Sig. olivieri calls them, * two Caf¬ 
tor s, as both thefe figures are horfemen, fuch as 
clearly and diftindtly appear upon my coin. Where¬ 
fore, as the letters forming the word roma, in the 
exergue, are antique enough, at Ieaft, for the time 
when filver was firft coined at Rome, or five years 
before the (6) commencement of the firft Punic war, 
we may fairly fuppofe my quinarius to be either 
coeval with, or, as I rather imagine, a little anterior 
to the commencement of that war. 


IV. 

The monogram on the reverfe of this quinarius, 
fo extremely remarkable for the number of letters it 
contains, we fhall find, upon a clofe and attentive 
examination, to exhibit the word romanoro, the 
mafculine genitive cafe plural of romanvs, in the 
days of c. duilius and l. scipio, the fon of bar- 
BATUS, towards the clofe of the fifth century of 
Rome; fome time after the completion of which, 
the Romans converted the (7) laft fyliable ro into 

(5) P. Joubert, Science des Medaill. c. 5. Annib. degli Abati 
Oliver, in Sag. di Differtaa. Academic. &c. di Corton. Tom. IV. 
p. 134. In Roma, 1743. 

* Caftor and Pollux, or the Diofcuri, are fome- 

times both denominated Caftor, as we learn from Pliny and Ar- 
nobius, not to mention other antient authors of good repute. 
Plin. Nat. Hi ft. Lib. X. c. 43. Arnob. Centra Gent. Lib. IV. 

(6) Plin. ubi fup. 

{7) Joan. Bapt. jJiancon. ubi fup. 


RVM, 
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rvm . But to analyfe this extraordinary complex 
character a little more particularly, the firft part of 
it perfectly anfwers to the word Rom A, as reprefented 
by * a monogram on feveral coins of the (8) calpur- 
nian family; and the latter part of it is evidently 
formed of the letters noro, the laft of which is 
apparently included in the head or top of the r. 
As the mafculine plural termination of the genitive 
cafe was ro» inftead of rvm, in the year of Rome 
(9) 494, when the infcription mentioning l. scipio’s 
conqueft of Corsica, and reduction of aleria, 
feems to have firft appeared; it is highly probable, 
that the piece in queftion was either coeval with, or 
a little anterior to, that year. The infcription is as 
follows: 

HONC. OINO. PLOIRVME. CONSENTIONT. R. 

DVONORO. OPTVMO. FVISE. VIRO. 

LVCIOM. SCIPIONE. FILIOS. BARBATI. 

CONSOL. CENSOR. AIDILIS. HIC. FVET. 

HIC. CEPIT. CORSICA. ALERIAQVE. VRBE. 

DEDET. TEMPESTATEBVS. AIDE. MERETO. 

* M. havercamp calls this curious charafter the monogram 
of Rome, meaning the word roma, which it very plainly ex¬ 
hibits ; and we may, with as much reafon, denominate the 
extraordinary ligature on the reverfe of my quinarius the mono¬ 
gram of the Romans, or the complex character that contains all 
the letters forming the word roManoro in it. Sig. Havercamp. 
ubi fupra, p. 68. 

( 8 ) Morel. Num. Fam. Calpurn. Tab. IV. num. 16. et 
Tab. V. Sig. Havercamp. Comment, p. 68 . Amftelodami, 17 34 * 

(9) Joan. Nic. Func. De Puerit. Ling. Lot. cap. v. p. 133 * 
134. Marburgi Cattorum, 1720. 

Vol. LXIV. T t Hunc 
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Hunc unum plurimi confentiunt Roma, 

Bonorum optimum fuijfe virum, 

Lucium Scipionem. Filius Barbati , 

Conful, Cenfor , JEdilis, hie fuit. 

Hie cepit Corficam, Aleriamque TJrbem. 

Dedit ‘Tempejiatibus adem merito. 

For* a farther account of which very curious inferip- 
tion, recourfe may be had to the authors here referred 
to, as well as others who have expatiated very largely 
upon it(io). 

V. 


From what has been here laid down it feems 
highly probable, that my quinarius firft appeared 
about the year of Rome 494, or rather that its firft 
appearance was a little anterior to that year. Which 
if we admit, it will follow, that the Romans bor¬ 
rowed the monogrammatic way of writing rather 
from the Etruscans than the Greeks, as I aflerted 
in (11) one of my former papers ; with the firft of 
which nations they were perfectly well acquainted, 

(1.0) Though the events mentioned by this infeription are a 
year later than thofe glorious exploits recorded by the Duilian, 
yet the rudenefs of the language announces the former to be 
much fuperior to the latter in point of antiquity. This, I doubt 
not, will be allowed by every fober critic, who examines the 
language of both with proper attention. Jacob. Sirmund. Hie- 
ronym. Aleand. apud Job. Nic. Func. ubi fup. ut et ipfe Joh. 
Nic. Func. ibid. Vid. etiam Joh. Georg. Graev. Jacob. Fac- 
ciolat. Patavin. Job. Georg. Walch. aliofque philolog. palf. 

(11) Philofoph, Trttnfall . Vol. LXII. Tab. II a, 3. p. 61. 
64. not. *» 


even 
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even from the very beginning of their ftate; whereas 
they feem to have had little or no rntereourfe with 
the other, when the piece in queftion was coined. 
It remains, therefore, that what 1 advanced, (12) iu 
the paper here referred to, is clearly and indubitably 
true. 


VI. 

From the explication of the monogram, on the 
reverfe of the coin in queftion, we may perhaps 
difcover the interpretation of the word romano, on 
certain antient coins, which has hitherto not a little 
embaralTed the learned. For as k appears from my 
quinarius, that the Romans imprefled the word ro- 
manoro, for romanorvm, as well as roma, on 
fome of their moft antient (13) coins j we may either, 
with Sig. bianconi (14), take no in romano for 
an earlier termination of the mafculine genitive cafe 
plural, or make it to ftand for romanoro, or ro¬ 
manorvm, and confequently look upon it as a mu¬ 
tilated gentile name. The latter of thefe opinions, 

(12) Philofoph. TranfaSi. ubifup. 

(13) The antient coins of cities not feldom exhibit the gentile 
names, orthofeofthe citizens, inftead of the names of the places 
themfelves} fuch names being frequently found in the genitive 
cafe plural, as here, on the reverfes of thofe coins. Of this 
SMTPNAmN, ©EIXAAOXIKEfiN, SMYRNAEORVM, THESSAIONI- 
CENSIVM, PAISTANO, for PAISTANORVM, SVESANO, for SVE- 
sanorvm, as here, are fufficient proofs, to omit many other 
fimilar instances that occur, and might, with equal facility, 
be produced. Vid. Joan. Vaillant. Num. Jmperat. Auguflar. 
Cafar. (Ac. Amftelodami, 1700. Joan. Bapt. Biancon, ubi 
fup. aliofque quam plurim. fcriptor. palT. 

(14) Joan. Bapt. Biancon, ubi fup. 

T t2 


however 



[ 32 + ] 

however ftrongly oppofed by the learned author above- 
mentioned, feems to me to be the moft eligible of 
the two. 


VII. 

It has already been remarked, in a former paper, 
that the old etruscans ofed monograms in their 
writing, on certain (15) occafions. To what was 
there obferved I would beg leave here to add, in 
corroboration of that remark, that this has been 
likewife aflerted by the famous Sig. giovanni Bat¬ 
tista passeri (16), one of the greateft Etrufcan 
antiquaries of the prefent age j and it is certain, that 
fuch ligatures, or complex characters, were actually 
made ufe of by the earlier Etrufcans, in fome of their 
infcriptions, that have even to this day efcaped the 
ravages of time. This has been irrefragably proved 
by the authors of the Univerfal Hijiory (17), who 
have favoured the republic of letters with three or 
four of thofe complex characters, deduced from 
Etrufcan monuments of undoubted integrity and 
authenticity, dug up in Tufcany, or the antient Pro¬ 
per Etruria. To thefe we have corefpondent types 
here in oxford, which may perhaps be of fome 
fervice hereafter to the learned world.. 


(15) Pbilo/oph. Tran/ail. ubi fup. 

(16) Joan. Bapt. Pafler. apud Anton. Francifc. Gor. in Muf. 
Etrufc. Vol. III. p. 142. Fiorentise, 1743. 

(17) Univ.. Hi/i.. Vol. XVI. p. 45. Lond, 1748. 


VIII. 
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VIII. 

With regard to monograms in general, it may not 
be improper to remark, that they were known and 
ufed in feveral parts of the eaft, from pretty remote 
antiquity. They occur on fome of the Hebrew 
fi8), or Samaritan, and Phoenician coins, as well 
as on the Greek and Roman. I have an exceeding 
curious Hebrew, or Samaritan, coin, coeval 
with Simon the Juft, prince and high prieft of 
the Jews, with a monogram upon it; of which, as it; 
has never yet been communicated to the learned 
world, and is anterior to all thofe ftruck by that prince- 
hitherto published, I may perhaps fend you a more 
diftintt and particular account, in fome future pa¬ 
per. That the Phoenicians were not unacquainted 
with monograms, has been admitted by the learned 
and ingenious M. peelerin.(i9), and is evinced 
by one or two of the Phoenician infcriptions 
on the ftones found in the (20) ruins of citium- 
That the arabs likewife antiently ufed them* 
on certain occafions, we learn from (21) the li¬ 
gatures of the kufic letters, and the infcriptions 
ftill remaining on feveral of the earlier arabio 
coins. Nay, they are not difufed amongft the 
modern Arabs, in their common writing, even at 


( 18) Peller. Let.I. Surdiverfes Medailles, p. 51—54. A Franc- 
fort, 1770. 

(19) Idem ibid. 

(20; Poc. Defcript. of the Eaft , Vol. IL Par. I.. Tab. XXXIIT, 
b. 12, 18, 31. p. 213. Lond. 1745. 

(21) Vid . Monarch. AJiatico-Saracen, Stat. isfc. ulujirat. a 
M. Georg. Jacob. Kehr, Sleufinga-Franc. Oriental. Tab. I. 
et II. p. i. etalib. Lipfiae, 1.724. 

this. 
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tills very day. As for the creeks, nothing is more 
common than ligatures, or monograms, on their coins; 
fome of which F, froelich has{ajs) illuftrated, and 
explained- I fay, “fetm of 'which F. Froelieh has 
** iUuftrated, and explained*” as many of them have 
been intirely unnoticed by him. That the Palmy¬ 
renes alfo had fevera.1 fuch ligatures, or complex cha¬ 
racters, I have many years fince inconteft&bly (23) 
proved. But for farther fatisfaftion on this head, 
recourfe may be had to the paper here referred to. 


IX. 

With refpedt to the romans, nothing is more 
certain than that combinations of two, three, and 
even four elements, formed into one character, not 
feldom occur on their coins. More extenfive or 
complex ligatures than the monograms of four letters 
on their antient medals very rarely appear. I have, 
however, an inedited femiffis of the pompeian fa¬ 
mily, with the head of saturn, and behind it 
the letter s, the mark of the femiffis, on one fide ; 
and the prow of a ffiip, over which a monogram 
compofed of the five letters,^, p, o, m, p, pre- 
fents itfelf to our view. Dr. vaillant (24) attri¬ 
butes two fimilar femifles, with a monogram, ctr conca- 
tenation of the five letters l, p, o, m, p, upon the re- 

( 22 ) Erafm. Frcel. Annal. Compend. Reg. et Rer. Syr. 
Tab. XX. p. 158. Vienna?, 1754. 

(23) Philofoph. Tranfaft. Vol. XLVIII. Par. II. p.693. 
Lond. 1755. 

(24) Jo. Vaill. in num. Fam. Pompe'u p. 275, 276. Am- 
ftelodami, 1703. 

verfe. 
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verfe, to the pomponian family, and aflerts them to 
have been ftruck in the 533d, or 534th year of Rome. 
M. ha vercamp (25) feems inclined to adopt the fame 
fentiments. But neither the fize, weight, fabric, nor 
forms of the letters of mine will permit us to afcribe 
it to the Pomponian family, and affign it fo early a 
date but determine ftrongly in favour of the Pom¬ 
peian, and, in conjunction with what has been ad¬ 
vanced by ha vercamp (26), evince it to have been 
ftrupk by quintus pompeius, the grandfon of 
q. pompeius rufus and Sulla, a little after the 
(27) middle of the feventh century of Rome. I could 
expatiate more largely upon this very valuable piece, 
which is tolerably well preferved, did not the in¬ 
tended brevity of this paper reftrain me, and oblige 
me now to conclude j which I fhall therefore beg 
leave to do, with alluring you that I remain. 


s 1 R, 

Your moll humble. 


and moll obedient lervant. 


Cbrift-Churcb, Oxon. 
0 £\. 18, 1773. 


JOHN SWINTON. 


( 2 5) Sig. Haverc. Comment, p. 340. Amftelodami, 1734. 

(26) Idem ibid. p. 342. 

(27) Sig. Havercamp. ubifup. p. 342. 


The End of Volume LXIV. Part I. 



